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who would make a constitution for the reborn state. He
was anxious to push this through, to get a committee
at work on the details of the constitution, in order to
put an end to all the uncertainties and establish stable
conditions. In his daily conference with the premier
he always urged Mm to hurry with the election law.
For years Pilsudski had directed the activities of the
P.P.S. The Socialists counted on his being one of them,
particularly as all oyer Europe their doctrines were
coming to the fore. But Pilsudski was not ready to carry
out every wish of that party.
"Poland is technically ruined/'' he said to a group of
its leaders. :*For a while she must go on her hands and
knees. This is not the time for experiments. Those
must wait, till we have built a strong foundation and
have plenty of money in our treasury."
And to a Socialist delegation that greeted him as
"Comrade Pilsudski/3 he replied, "Gentlemen, I am no
longer your comrade. In the beginning we followed the
same direction and together took a tramway painted
're<LJ But I left it at the station marked 'Poland's Inde-
pendence' while you are continuing the journey as far
as the station 'Socialism*' My good wishes accompany
you, but be so good as to call me 'sir/ M
The premier announced in a speech that he was for
freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of
workmen to strike, freedom of this and that. Encouraged
by this, the Socialists announced a great meeting in a
square in the center of the city, from which they would
march to the Zamek. What would they do then? Natur-
ally the authorities were anxious. Bevolution held the
upper hand in Moscow, Berlin, Budapest: its atmosphere
was over all of Europe. They dispatched to the court-
yard of the Zamek two motor trucks with machine guns,
to be prepared for trouble. Then some one telephoned to
Pilsudski.